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 The Northern Siamese & Oriental Cat                                    Society

                           A Member Club of the Governing Council of the Cat Fancy

             Rules
                 Re-printed 2014

THE NORTHERN SIAMESE and ORIENTAL CAT SOCIETY

RULES

1. NAME.

The name shall be THE NORTHERN SIAMESE and ORIENTAL CAT SOCIETY . 

2. OBJECTS.

The objects of the Society, which is a non profit making organisation, shall be:-

a) To encourage and promote the breeding of Siamese Cats in accordance with the approved Siamese Breeding Policy.

b) To promote the welfare of all cats.

c) To hold and support shows for the exhibition of Siamese Cats.

d) To give advice and assistance on matters relating to Siamese Cats.

e) To co-operate with other Siamese Clubs through the Siamese Cat Joint Advisory Committee with regard to drawing up or amending standards of points for Siamese Cats. 

f) To co-operate with other Siamese Clubs through the Siamese Cat Joint Advisory Committee in the appointment of specialist judges of Siamese Cats.

3. MEMBERSHIP.

The Society shall consist of members, junior members and honorary members.

a) Applications for membership shall be supported by two Club members or a letter of Recommendation from a Veterinary Surgeon and submitted with the appropriate fee to the Honorary Treasurer. Acceptance of applications shall be subject to a vote of the Committee who reserve the right to refuse any application without stating a reason.

b) No candidate for Membership shall become a member until his election is approved and the entrance payment and first annual subscription for membership have been made.

c) Ordinary membership shall consist of single and joint ( two adults at the same address or having a joint prefix) members.

d) Junior membership shall be open to persons less than 16 years of age. Junior members shall be entitled to attend meetings but shall neither speak nor vote.

e) Honorary membership may be granted by the Committee to persons who merit this distinction. Honorary members shall have the right to speak at meetings but not to vote or serve on the Committee. 

4. SUBSCRIPTIONS.

a) Every member shall pay an annual subscription as agreed by the Annual General Meeting (hereafter referred to as the AGM). The annual subscription becomes due on the 1st January each year. New members shall pay, in addition to the annual subscription, an entrance fee as agreed by the AGM.

b) Membership shall lapse, after a reminder has been given, if the subscription has not been made within 4 months of the renewal date and a further entrance fee will be payable after this period. Lapsed members may seek re-election or be re-instated upon payment of all arrears.

c) The entrance fee and first annual subscription of a new member shall become due on election except for new members elected after 31st October in any year, whose first payment shall be accepted as the annual subscription also for the following year. After at

        least 3 years as a full member, life membership will be available at 10 times the       

        subscription rate current at the time of application.
5. DUTIES, RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES AND DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERS.

a) Membership of the Society shall imply acceptance of the Rules of the Society.

b) Every member shall strive to promote the objects of the Society and shall bring to the notice of the committee, any matters contrary to those objects. Any such matters must be sent in writing to the Secretary, who shall include it in the agenda of the next Committee Meeting.

c) No member of the Society shall sell or dispose of any cat or kitten to a pet shop or animal dealer for re-sale.

d) Any person who for any reason ceases to be a member of the Society shall have no further claim upon it and no fees, subscriptions, or other monies paid by him to the Society shall be returnable.

e) Members or the Society shall have the right to show in Society classes, to compete for Society trophies, to speak at Society meetings, to propose or second motions and vote at  General Meetings, to make or change Society Rules, to elect Club Delegates to the GCCF, to stand for election to the Committee (subject to being proposed and seconded by Members), to propose, second and elect Members of Committee. After at least one year as a Member, a GCCF Prefix application may be made through the Society. Junior and Honorary Members may exhibit in Society classes and compete for trophies.

f) No Member shall be entitled to any of the rights listed in section (e) above until the current year's subscription has been paid.

g) A person shall cease to be a member who is convicted of any offence of, or involving, cruelty to animals. Any Member who may be suspended under the disciplinary code of the GCCF shall cease to be a Member, but may seek re-election after expiry of the period of suspension.

h) A person shall be warned or expelled from membership if, after having been given the opportunity to state their case, in the opinion of the majority of the Committee, a Member has been found to have acted in contravention of the objects of the Society or in breach of its Rules. A Member so warned or expelled shall have the right to appeal to the Members in a General Meeting and, if such an appeal shall be received by the Committee, the Committee shall immediately call a Special General Meeting for the purposes of hearing the said appeal, at which the said Member shall be given an opportunity to state their case.

6. OFFICIALS

a) The Officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice-President, Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer.

b) The Committee may elect one or more Hon. Vice-President(s) prior to the AGM in recognition of services which have benefited the Society. These positions are Honorary and carry no voting rights ex officio. Hon. Vice-Presidents may continue in office indefinitely.

c) The President, Vice-President, Hon. Secretary and Hon Treasurer shall be elected by the Members attending the AGM and shall hold office for 2 years* but they shall be eligible for re-election.

*Elections shall be held in "even" years for the positions of President and Secretary and  "odd" years for the positions of Vice-President and Treasurer.

Should any Officer retire for any reason before the expiry of their term of office, the person elected to stand in their place will hold office to the end of the retiree's term of office, being eligible themselves to stand for re-election at the appropriate time.

        d)
The Chairman, who must be a serving member of the Committee of at least one year, shall be appointed annually by the Committee at the first meeting after the AGM and shall be eligible for re-election so long as he remains an elected Member of the Committee. The Chairman shall take the chair at all meetings of the Society or its Committee. In his absence the chair will be taken by a member nominated by the Committee or elected by the Members in a General Meeting as the case may be.

                The Hon. Secretary shall:-

-    conduct the correspondence of the Society.

-    keep a list of the names and addresses of Society Members.

-    give notice in writing, not later than the date required in these Rules, to all                                                                                                                                         

     Members of any General Meeting of the Society

-    take minutes of all Committee and Society Meetings and submit such minutes       

     to the approval of the next appropriate Meeting,                                                    


         -    be responsible for all official Club publications and notices in the press.

                 -    to be responsible for the maintenance of Club records.

                 -    call Club and Committee Meetings on Consultation with the Chairman.

                         -    act under the direction of the Committee to carry out duties as required by the                                         

                              Rules or by the Committee.

-    render to the AGM (or annually in a Newsletter), an Annual Report. 

                The Hon. Treasurer shall:-

· supply new Members with a notice of their election.  The Club Rules can be 

found on the NS&OCS website or a copy may be obtained by request from

the Secretary.

-     take charge of all funds and all receipts of the Society and hold in a suitable 

                               Bank or Investment Account all monies received by him on behalf of the    

       
              Society.

                            -     arrange to pay all amounts of expenditure authorised by the Committee and 


               defray from Society funds all expenses incurred by the Committee or by 


                any Official on behalf of the Committee or Society.


         -    be empowered to issue cheques on behalf of the Society. The Bank shall be 


              authorized to honour only cheques bearing two of three nominated signatories.


              These shall be the Hon. Treasurer  and two Committee Members appointed 


              from time to time by the Committee for this purpose.


         -    prepare annually and have examined by a suitable independent person the 


              Annual Financial Statements made up to 31st December in each year, and  

                              showing the number of paid-up Members for the year under review.
. 

 -   keep a record of paid-up Society Members.

7. COMMITTEE AND DELEGATES.

a) The affairs of the Society shall be managed on behalf of the Members by a Committee of not more than 14 persons of whom five shall be Honorary Officers as provided in Rule 6(a) hereof.

b) The delegate(s) To the GCCF and to the SCJAC, who need not necessarily  be the same                        

person(s), shall be Members of the Committee and shall be elected at the AGM and shall hold office during the immediate succeeding official year of the Governing Council. 

They shall be eligible for re-election in sucessive years. In the event of a vacancy arising   

between AGMs of the Society,  such vacancy shall be filled by an appointment made by the Committee.

c) The ordinary Members of the Committee shall be elected at the AGM and shall serve for a period of three years.

e) Any Member of the Committee who fails to attend three consecutive Committee or General Meetings of the Society, without reason considered sufficient by the Committee, would have their place on the Committee open to review. Any Delegate who fails, without reason to attend at least half the meetings of the GCCF or SCJAC during their term of office, shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

f) Any vacancy arising on the Committee during the year can be filled by the appointment by the Committee of a substitute who, after ratification at the next AGM, shall serve the remainder of the three year period.

g) The Committee shall have the power to co-opt for specified purposes not more than two additional Members who would not have the right to vote on Committee business.

h) The Committee shall have the power to appoint a Cup Secretary, Support Secretary, Show Manager, Assistant Show Manager(s) and form a Sub-committee from within their Committee.

j) The Committee shall meet as often as it is necessary to conduct the Society's business.

k) The quorum for a Committee meeting shall be five Members, two of whom shall be Officers.

l) The Committee shall have the power to deal with any matter not covered by these Rules.

8. GENERAL MEETINGS

a) The Annual General Meeting shall be held not later than 31st May each year.

b)
Notice of the AGM with an Agenda of the business to be transacted at the Meeting, and stating the date, time and place of the Meeting, shall be sent to each Member so as to be received by the Member not less 14 days before the date of the Meeting. The Financial Statements shall accompany the notice. A list of candidates for election, any motions for consideration, and any proposed Rule changes shall be distributed to Members with the notice concerning the AGM.

  c)
Nominees for election as Officers or Ordinary Members of  the Committee, or motions for consideration at the Meeting or any proposed alterations to the Rules shall be proposed and seconded in writing by any  two paid-up  voting Members, or be sponsored by the Committee. They must be submitted to the Secretary not later than 15th March each year. 

d) 
The AGM shall nominate and elect annually a suitable independent person to examine the financial statements.

e)
Each Member, provided his annual subscription is not in arrears, is entitled to vote on each issue at the Meeting.

f)
All Rule changes to be decided by a ⅔rds majority of those present and voting. All other matters shall be decided by a simple majority vote and in the event of a tie, the Chairman may exercise a casting vote in addition to his personal vote.

g)
A Special General Meeting may be called by the Committee at any time, or shall be so  called following the written request of at least 12 Members who shall be responsible for any expenses incurred, or following an appeal against an expulsion in accordance with Rule 5(h).
The exact business of the Special General Meeting shall be specified and no other busi-ness shall be transacted at the Meeting. Notice of a Special General Meeting, stating the  

exact nature of the business to be transacted, the time, date and place of the Meeting,      shall be sent to all Members so that they receive this notice at least 14 days prior to the proposed date of the Meeting.

h) The quorum for an Annual or Special General Meeting shall be one more than the number of Committee Members attending.

a) AMALGAMATION OR WINDING UP OF THE SOCIETY

b) The Society may be wound up amalgamated with another Club, Society or Association only by resolution passed by a ⅔rds majority of those present and voting at a General Meeting of the Club. A notice of 21 days of any  proposal to wind up or amalgamate the  Society shall be given in writing to the Members.

c) If a resolution to wind up the Society has been passed, the liabilites of the Society shall be discharged and any balance of the funds divided equally among the fully paid up Members. Trophies  shall be restored to the donors (or their heirs) wherever possible, but any not so returned shall be distributed to other Clubs at the discretion of the Committee.

9. SHOWS, CUPS AND TOPHIES 

a) The Committee shall decide which cat shows shall be supported by the Society.

b) The Society may offer trophies and prizes at shows promoted by other bodies but such trophies and prizes shall be competed for only by Members of the Society, with the exception of specials offered by the Society at the GCCF Supreme Show.

c) Any trophy offered to and accepted by the Society shall become the property of the Society.

10. MEMBERSHIP OF THE GCCF 

The Northern Siamese and Oriental Cat Society agrees to abide by the current Rules of the Governing Council of the Cat Fancy of which it is a Member Club and shall be bound by the Council's disciplinary powers.

Approved 11th May 1997

Retyped in 2013 to include amendments to 2012:

AGM 2002: Five year Membership deleted.

AGM 2004: Life Membership added.

AGM 2005: Limitation of NSCS Committee Members on Committees of other Cat Clubs deleted.

AGM 2006: Quorum for AGM/Special GM amended to16.

AGM 2007: Bank Signatories amended to two out of three.

AGM 2008: Non attendance by Committee Member (Rule 7e)

AGM 2011: Name changed to include "and Oriental". 

                     Rule 11 changed to reflect the PLC status of the GCCF.                        

                     GCCF Prefix applicants to be Members for at least one year before applying through the Society.

AGM 2012: Breeding of Siamese Cats in accordance with the approved Siamese Breeding Policy (Rule 2a).

AGM 2014: Rule 2 amended to include "non profit making organisation". Change to quorum at AGM. 

AGM 2020:  Rule 6 under Treasurer amended to show Club Rules are available on Website.
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